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AGRICULTURE Minister David 
Littleproud has called on the big banks 
to help farmers manage drought and 
tough times by offering offset accounts 
for farm management deposits (FMDs).

The deposits allow farmers to remove 
money from their taxable income in 
good years by depositing it into an FMD 
account.

They can withdraw the money during 
a bad year and pay tax on the with-
drawal then.

The Federal Government increased 
the cap on FMD accounts from $400,000 
to $800,000 in 2016.

The government also allowed banks 
to give farmers the chance to use their 
FMD to offset interest on their loans, 
the same as a home loan often has an 
everyday offset account which offsets 
interest from the home loan.

Mr Littleproud said this was a 
chance for the big banks to regain their 
standing in the community following 
evidence in the Royal Commission.

“The government created laws in 
2016 to allow banks to offer an FMD 
offsetting product, yet none of the big 
four banks bothered to create one,” Mr 
Littleproud said.

“The big banks have been able to 
provide these FMD offsets since 2016 
and time’s up.

“The big banks need to right their 
wrongs - our banks should back our 
farmers.

“Big banks lend almost as much to 
credit card debt as they do to agricul-
ture in this country.

“Agriculture is a much better bet than 
credit card debt - the sector continues 
to grow, farmers are becoming more 
efficient and the reputation of Aussie 
produce around the world is growing.

“I call on the big banks to offer farm 
management deposit offset accounts 
and help our farmers manage through 
the good and bad years.

“Farmers grow the food we eat - 
including food for the bankers.”

ACKNOWLEDGED: Former 
Lions International district 
governor Trevor Jacobs has 
been awarded for his efforts. 
Mr Jacobs is the responsible 
officer for ongoing donations 
and support by the district and 
its 63 constituent clubs. 
Between 2016 and 2017, 
district C2 clubs donated 
$50,000 to Lions Clubs 
International Foundation to 
support international 
humanitarian projects. District 
C2 was named as one of the 
top five contributors in 2016/17 
from the Lions Constitutional 
Area 7, which includes 
Australia, New Zealand and 
Indonesia. Current district 
governor Judy Glastonbury 
presented Mr Jacobs with the 
constitutional area award at the 
recent Lioness club 40th 
anniversary event.

Big banks urged to help farmers

S T U D E N T S  a c r o s s  t h e 
South East have graduated 
from the empowering Youth 
Opportunities program, sig-
nificantly improving their 
wellbeing, communication skills 
and resilience.

It was the second year the 
program has been provided in 
the region, with ceremonies 
held for 54 students at Grant, 
Mount Gambier and Millicent 
high schools.

The structured course spans 
over 10 weeks, with students 
graduating with 10 South 
Australian Certif icate of 
Education (SACE) points.

The program goal is for 
students to feel good about 
themselves and to succeed in 
building relationships.

“We take a holistic approach 
tailored to meet the different 
needs of each individual,” Youth 
Opportunities regional coordi-
nator Courtney Grigg said.

“Students gain one-on-one 
coaching and learn to thrive 

and overcome life’s obstacles to 
be the best people they can be.”

Ms Grigg said the program 
was open to all students, from 
those seeking to improve their 
low self-confidence to those 

who wanted to improve their 
communication skills or simply 
students who needed a motiva-
tion boost when thinking about 
their futures.

A Grant High School parent 

talked highly of the program 
and the positive changes she 
has seen in her child after her 
graduation.

“She appears more motivated 
in making a better life for her-

self, better choices and has a 
better attitude,” the parent said.

“I am finally able to to feel 
more relaxed about what the 
future holds for her.”

Ms Grigg said the program 
had been running for 20 years, 
however had only been offered 
in the South East a short time.

“During this time we have 
already partnered with four 
schools, established a local sup-
port group, helped the families 
of students and in turn the 
wider community,” she said.

Last year, Youth Opportunities 
was awarded one of two $100,000 
grants from Impact 100, which 
made it possible to launch the 
youth empowerment program 
in the South East.

Coordinators of the program 
are now looking to the local com-
munity to assist with sustaining 
the program.

“We have had the generous 
support of the Stand Like Stone 
Foundation, Rotary, Grant 
District Council and Mount 
Gambier City Council,” Ms 
Grigg said.

“We are looking to also partner 
with local businesses to create 
engagement with students so 
we are able to stay here, engage 
and be proactive.”

Youth program empowers students
Inspiring school initiative helps participants overcome life’s obstacles
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INSPIRING PROGRAM: Youth Opportunities regional coordinator Courtney Grigg, Mount High School 
Youth Opportunities graduates Courtney Pounsett and Hailee Barnes and Youth Opportunities trainer 
Nicole Croser celebrate at this week’s graduation.                Picture: AMELIA PEPE

Responsibly dispose of your unwanted paint.

Colourful Past. Brighter Future.

For more info go to paintback.com.au or call 1300 390 380
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